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TNGIC Today 
T o  p r o m o t e  e t h i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  

T e n n e s s e e  G e o g r a p h i c  C o m m u n i t y 

Letter from the President 
It has been a privilege to serve as your TNGIC president for 2009.  I 

have been fortunate to work alongside our board of directors, the 
conference planning committee, other TNGIC committees and with the 
regional conferences.  Many of these folks have gone above and beyond 
what one might consider normal hours of volunteerism. 

Kudos to Rachel Lyles, our vice president and conference planning 
coordinator, for the tireless hours she has logged organizing our 2010 
conference in Gatlinburg.  Moving to a new location always has its 
curves and Rachel has done a nice job of making the move seamless.   
Her leadership skills as the conference coordinator will surely transfer 
to her role as TNGIC president in 2010. 

Our 2007 board of director class graduates this year, and I am proud 
to thank classmates Mike Curtis and David Tirpak for jobs well done.  
Mike has been the driving force behind conference registration for 
several years, working with online registration and serving as our 
Sergeant-at-Arms at the registration table on conference day.   David has diligently kept our books for 
the last two years and has miraculously kept our collective noses clean as we moved to 501C3 status. 

It has been exciting to see some new blood make an impact this year.  Katharine Bennett, with the 
guidance of board liaison Susan Finger, has produced outstanding newsletters.   Jenna McGee 
redesigned the TNGIC website and has kept it updated with new features and current information.  Ron 
Holmes helped make our conference map gallery a success last year and has taken the reigns again this 
year. 

For every person I have mentioned, there are 20 others that have made significant contributions to 
TNGIC this year.  It has been a blessing to work with dedicated people. 

I ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴǾŜƛƭ ƻǳǊ ά9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DL{ ƛƴ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  
This course has been in the works on and off for the last three years and I am looking forward to it 
being an excellent training value for years to come.  Thanks go to Jason Duke and Suzanne White for 
keeping the course alive and moving it forward. 

With the Conference only a month away, I encourage you to view the conference website and see 
the great lineup of sessions we have put together.  I look forward to seeing all of you in Gatlinburg on 
April 7th. 
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Special points of interest: 

¶ 2010 Annual Conference 

¶ TNGIC Board Nominees 

¶ Committees (JOIN TODAY) 

¶ West TN Happenings 

¶ GIS in Everyday Life 

¶ ArcGIS 10 

¶ Models & Analysis 

¶ GIS & Neighborhood Safety 

¶ Bizarre Map Challenge  

Sincerely, 
Kurt Snider 
TNGIC president 

WINTER 2010 

http://gis.hamiltontn.gov/tngic/
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2010 TNGIC Annual 

GIS Conference  

April 7-8       

Gatlinburg, TN 
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 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƛŎŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢bDL/ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DL{ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
deadline to register has been extended to March 19th.  This is our absolute cut-off date for these 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘΗ 

 

 ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǇǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ aŀǇ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ  
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ  
staring at all day on your computer.  Prizes are 
awarded for 1st and 2nd place in multiple  
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜΦ  
The prizes are small, but the bragging rights are huge!! 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
Website ƭŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΗ ²Ŝ 
have posted all of the exhibitors, the  
sponsors, the agenda, presentation abstracts 
and every other detail you could want to 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ŏƻƴπ
sidering a training class or submitting a 
poster, go to the web site for more details 
and the submission form. 
 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΧΦΦƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǘŜƭ  
reservation for your stay in Gatlinburg, we 
highly suggest you do it by March 15th.  This is 

the cut-off day for the unbelievable price of $70 per night at the Glenstone Lodge.   We have a con-
tract with the Glenstone Lodge and can only guarantee this rate for everyone until the 15th.  So 
make your reservations today!! 
 
We look forward to seeing you next month in Gatlinburg! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The TNGIC Conference Planning Committee 

A preview of conference presentations: 
ω   Geodatabase and Topology Workshop 

ω   Historical GIS: Applications for Conversation 

ω   Unraveling Soils Information with the Soil Data Viewer    
      Tool 

ω   Importing Doppler Radar Data into ArcGIS 

ω   C9a!Ωǎ wƛǎƪa!tτMapping, Assessment & Planning:  
Vision for 2010 and Beyond 

ω   Hear Me Now, Believe me Later: Model Building with      
     ArcGIS Catalog 

ω   The Road to CAD from GIS & Back: Integration of GIS &        
      CAD Designs 

ω   ArcGIS 10: An Overview 

Pre and Post conference training sessions: 

¶ April 5th, 6th, and 9th  τ ArcGIS Desktop II:  
Tools and Functionality $550.00  A hugely dis-
counted rate, normally offered at $1,470.00. 

¶ April 5th, 6th τ Experience GIS in Tennessee    
      $200.00 

Looking forward to Warm Weather?  
Members have expressed their yearnings 
for spring time weather and are scat-
tered throughout the newsletter. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

http://gis.hamiltontn.gov/tngic/
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

2010 TNGIC Annual 

GIS Conference  

April 7-8       

Gatlinburg, TN 

The Geocache EventτA free treasure hunt for the entire family.   

Wednesday April 7.  10:00 AMτ12:00 PM  
 

Geocaching is a high-tech game of hide and seek.   

Equipped with a GPS unit, participants are given 2 hours to  

search, run, and find as many locations as they can.   

Attendees τ bring your families, choose a name,  

and participate in the event as a team! 

 

Good luck to all the 
teams!!! 

Sign up today !!  You can 
modify your  

registration HERE. 

(Some units will be available, but 
if you have your own unit please  
bring it and the pc cable to up-

load the coordinates.)  

Thank you to our TNGIC 2009 Platinum 
Sponsors for a great year!!! 

http://www.geocaching.com/
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=773572


BOARD NOMINEES WINTER 2010 

TNGIC Board Nominees 

 The Tennessee Geographic Information Council Board of Directors proudly  

announces the nominees for the 2010 term.  The governing body of TNGIC is  

composed of eleven Directors and four Officers.  The Officer positions: President, 

Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, are chosen by the board.   As one third of 

the board are elected by general membership at each annual meeting, we will be  

appointing FOUR new members this year.  The newly elected Directors will each 

serve a three-year term and are expected to attend quarterly board meetings.   
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Announcing your TNGIC 2010 Board Nominees  

Shawn Anderson, GISP     
 GIS Director, Tipton County 
Katharine Bennett, GISP   
 GIS Technician, City of Johnson City 
Russ Davis, GISP   
 President, Landmark GIS 
Justin Graham    
 AMEC Earth & Environmental 
Randal Hale, GISP    
 President, North River Geographic Systems, Inc 
David Ladd    
 Hydrologist/GIS Specialist, USGS TN Water Science Center 

Clifton Ogden 
 Vice President /Project Director, Civic Engineering & IT, Inc 

Suzanne White, GISP    
 State of TN Office of Information Resources, GIS Services 

 



Shawn Anderson, GISP 
GIS Director, Tipton County 

sanderson@tiptonco.com  

 

    Shawn Anderson, GISP has been GIS  

Director for Tipton County, TN Government 

since 2004.  As Director of TCGIS, he is  

involved in all aspects of GIS relative to  

projects, including analysis, design, production 

programming, and database maintenance on a 

department and countywide basis.   

    Before coming to Tipton County Government, he was a GIS Intern with the City of 

Lakeland, TN in 1999 and a GIS Technician/Programmer with FedEx in 2000.  From 

2001-2004, he was GIS Coordinator with the engineering firm, Allen&Hoshall, working 

on numerous GIS and civil engineering projects relative to airport, road, utility and site 

development design.  He has a B.S. in Environmental Geography (minors Math, Chem-

istry) from Austin Peay State University (1998) and a M.S. in Geography (Magna Cum 

Laude) from the University of Memphis (2001). 

    Shawn has served on the MAGIC (West TN) Board Directors since 2005 holding  

numerous officer positions including Secretary (2006-2007), Vice President/President 

Elect (2008) and President (2009).  He was also Conference Committee Chairman 

(MAGIC) for the past two years.  He is a member of Gamma Theta Upsilon International 

Geography Society), TNGIC, URISA, ReGIS, TreGIS and the District 12 Sub-Joint Opera-

tions Committee for DHS.   Shawn has been a TNGIC member since 2005 and served 

in 2009-2010 on the Conference Planning and Communication Committeeõs.   

    Shawn has been married to his lovely wife, Sara, for 10 years and they have a 

daughter, Cora, who is 4.  He enjoys church, sports, yard work, and spending time with 

his family.  

 

If elected to the TNGIC Board, he will continue to promote GIS education and meet the 

mapping and geographic needs of the Mid-South and Tennessee. 

BOARD NOMINEES WINTER 2010 

Meet your 2010 TNGIC Board Nominees 
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Katharine Bennett, GISP 
GIS Technician, City of Johnson City 

kdbennett@johnsoncitytn.org 

423-434-6186  

 

    Katharine Bennett began her GIS career began in 

2004 with Washington County Emergency Communica-

tions District where she implemented and developed the  

organizationõs first GIS.  She was responsible for creating 

methodologies for addressing the county, determining 

appropriate map symbology, establishing procedures for 

distributing accurate data to dispatchers, and training 

staff on the GIS program.  Her knowledge and proficiency of the GIS program was  

recognized when she was invited to sit on the Advisory Council for the Districtõs GIS 

Vendor.  She is now working at the City of Johnson City as a GIS technician.  Her  

experience working for the City has enhanced her understanding of how GIS is utilized 

by local municipalities.  She earned her GISP certification in August 2008.     

    She graduated from Western Kentucky University in 2001 with a BS in Geography.  

She is currently attending East Tennessee State University and will graduate in August 

2010 with a masterõs degree in Geoscience.   

    Katharine began her involvement with TNGIC in 2005 and is currently serving as the 

TNGIC newsletter editor.  She is the Vice President of the North East Tennessee GIS 

Users Group and has been an active member since its inception three years ago.  She 

served as Registration Chair for the 2008 Fall East Tennessee Regional TNGIC Confer-

ence in Kingsport, TN.     

    Although a majority of her life was spent around the Fort Knox military base in  

Kentucky, she has resided in Johnson City for the last eight years.  Katharine and her 

husband of 13 years enjoy watching movies and participating in healthy competition 

with each other through various electronic games.  Her outdoor activities including  

hiking with the dogs, camping with friends and family, gardening, and watching and 

feeding wildlife.   

     

 If elected to the board, Katharine hopes to build TNGIC membership by  

encouraging participation from organizations which use software other than ESRIõs 

suite of products.      

mailto:kabennett@johnsoncitytn.org
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Russ Davis, GISP 
President, Landmark GIS 

rdavis@landmarkgis.com 

423-863-8154  

 

    Russ Davis graduated from the University of Tennessee,  

Knoxville in 1988 with a BS in Landscape Design.  In 1992 he 

graduated from UTK with a MS in Urban Planning (concentration 

in GIS); his thesis was The Tennessee Valley Authorityõs  

Geographic Information System; Implementing a Regional Agencyõs GIS in Local Gov-

ernment Planning. 

    In 1994, he was employed by the City of Kingsport, TN as the cityõs first GIS Analyst 

in the newly formed GIS department.  In October 2002, Russ founded Landmark GIS; 

a dynamic, high-technology business providing Geographic Information System (GIS) 

consulting services to a wide variety of customers including local government, real  

estate, health services, higher education, and natural resource management.  In 

2006 Landmark GIS became incorporated, was awarded the Kingsport Chamber of 

Commerceõs KOSBE Small Business Startup Contest award for the technology  

division, and was awarded a Northeast Tennessee Technology Council TechStar 

Award for the third year in a row. Some recent projects include; market analysis for 

several existing and startup local businesses to determine the best location to build 

or expand based on where customers live; assisting the non-profit Service-Learning 

Center at Tusculum College to determine where food programs may be needed  

targeting those of modest means; and developing a database and maps for the Arts 

Alliance in Bristol for òOur Cultural Crossroadsó, literally providing a road map to the 

region's tourism and cultural attractions. 

    Currently, Russ works for a select few clients, including Eastman Chemical  

Company, Sullivan County, TN, and Holston Army Ammunition Plant (HSAAP).   

    Davis was raised in, and currently resides in Kingsport, TN where he moved at 5. He 

was born in Crestview, Fla., while his father was in the Air Force.  He and his wife,  

Jennifer Davis, have three sons and a daughter: John, 12; Ben, 9; and Nathan, 7; and 

Laura, 2.  Jennifer is a registered nurse who works part-time and home schools their 

sons.  Russ and his family enjoy any outdoor activity, but are especially fond of hiking/

backpacking and camping. 

     

    If elected to the TNGIC Board, Russ plans to help others see the 

benefit GIS can be in their particular industry. 

mailto:dlight@eastman.com

